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Some have a 
story, we have 

a legacy.

AMWAY @ 2PM

Please congratulate our 
proud Principal, Mr. Rolando 
Bailey! He was recently 
selected to receive the Mul-
tilingual Student Education 
Services Spirit of Excellence 
Principal Award for the 
2017-18 school year.

Principals at the elementa-
ry, middle, and high school 
levels are selected based on 
their commitment and dedi-
cation to ensuring that their 
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Thank you for choosing Evans High School, A Place of High Achievement. Our focus is on 
literacy, rigor, and relationships, and our school’s pillars of pride, determination, and 

perseverance continue to be on display by our students, staff, and community.

COMMUNITY

EVENTS

ACADEMICS

COMMUNITY

English language learners 
receive a rigorous education 
and that they are perform-
ing at high levels of profi-
ciency. In addition, the MSES 
considers those principals 
who welcome, engage, and 
empower parents of ELLs to 
become involved, not only 
in their students’ educa-
tional activities, but also to 
become an integral part of 
the school’s culture.
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Trojans celebrated their appreciation for their educa-
tors. They showed their gratitude through letters, notes, 
posters and much more. Polls were set for students to 
vote for their teachers as most comedic, most likely to 
be called mom/dad, and even most likely to save the 
world. A few insights from some of the students partici-
pants regarding the winners were:

“Mr. Laviolette won most comedic teacher because he 
incorporates jokes in his teachings in order to keep his 
students involved and aware and  to keep the learning 
environment fun.”

Teacher Appreciation Week
“Her continuous dedication and passion for teaching 
and uplifting the student body of Evans High is why she 
won the most enthusiastic teacher award.”  (regarding 
Ms. Steadman)

-Jeffrey Allen

“Her passion for a healthy environment, keeping up 
with political viewpoints, and her strong opinion on 
how to make the world a better place through gratitude 
and being a better person she was the most qualified 
for the superlative.” (regarding Ms. Smalley)

- Daphnica Pierre

J. Adelson

SPOTLIGHT

CTE Celebration
May 10, 2018

Hunger Games
May 4, 2018
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ACADEMICS

Evans High School is 
filled with many talented 
students, ranging from 
dancers, singers, actors, and 
even artists. 11th grade IB 
student, Kandra Pope, has 
an inspiring and thought-
provoking painting that 
conveys the message of 
consent to the viewer.

In today’s society, women 
are no longer silenced to 
express how they feel on the 
popular issue of consent. 
Kandra was inspired by 
another talented student 
C. Falcon, who painted an 
image of a little girl with 
tape around her mouth with 
word “rape” over the tape.

Kandra decided not to go 
that route with a dark piece 
like rape but rather decided 
to paint a woman with crime 
scene tape around her 
body saying “caution/ask 
first,” and a stop sign over 
her private parts. I asked 
her what she wanted the 
viewer to take away from 
those words and she stated 
“Before you do anything with 
my body, ask permission 
first.” She wanted that to be 
a major point that the viewer 
takes away.

Another thing that may strike 
the mind of the viewer is the 
body type and skin color of 
the woman. She wanted to 
make the body as natural as 
possible and not portray the 
Hollywood version of what a 
body should look like, such 
as a barbie doll figure. For 
the skin color she wanted 
black girl magic to be 
represented in the painting 
because she wanted to paint 

Student Spotlight
KANDRA POPE

of visual representation of 
herself.

Regardless of Kandra Pope 
beginning to draw and paint 
her freshman year, having 
Mrs. Brown-Louis for three 
years as a guide to bring out 

her hidden talent has helped 
Pope build a foundation to 
express her personal and 
political beliefs as a young, 
black woman.

B. Beltinor

“Before you do anything 
with my body, ask 
permission first.”

Women are no 
longer silenced 
to express how 
they feel on the 
popular issue of 

consent.

Monday, May 21st
1st Period
3rd Period
6th Period

Tuesday, May 22nd
2nd Period
4th Period
7th Period

Wednesday, May 23rd
5th Period

Final Exams
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ACADEMICS

On March 28, 2018, a group 
of our very own Evans High 
School students attended 
the Battle of the Books 
competition at West Orange 
High School. Battle of the 
Books is a competition that 
asks questions pertaining to 
the minor details in books 
that are usually overlooked. 
It is a way for students, staff, 
and other fellow book lovers 
to come together for the 
title of champion, a trophy, 
medallion, and a gift card 
to Barnes and Noble! The 
participants were required 
to read a total 15 Sunshine 
State books in the time 
period of an entire school 
year. The books ranged from 
being fiction to science 
fiction. Some of the books 
include: Three Dark Crowns, 
The Darkest Corners, All We 
Have Left,  Learning to Swear 
In America, and many more. 

Our Trojans came in fourth 
place in the county, which has 
been a huge improvement. 
In the previous years they 
came in second to last 
place, so we are proud of 

BATTLE OF
THE BOOKS

our growth. Our very own 
S. Reyes says she is looking 
forward to participating 
in the competition in the  
upcoming years. There is a 
new set of 15 books out. If 
you’re interested in joining 
the Battle of the Books next 
year, please visit Ms. Pattie 
Smith, our media specialist, 
in the library.

A. Graham

The Future Leaders United after-school program 
exposes the students of Evans High School to STEM 
education, college readiness, life after high school, and 
leadership through service to the community. It works 
to bridge the gaps in both educational and mentoring 
needs within our Pine Hills community using a holistic 
approach.

Future Leaders United

Seniors were recognized on 

Wednesday, April 25 for committing to 

a post-secondary opportunity (college, 

military, technical school).

Decision Signing Day
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ARTS

The 2018 Talent Show 
proudly showcased indi-
viduals who shared their 
unique gifts and talents. The 
performances were all great 
and all of us spent one of the 
best evenings here at Evans 
High School.

The closing act was the 
SGA doing a “Trojan Pride 
Parade.” There were five 
groups--each presenting 
pride in a different manner. 
One of the acts was a spoken 
word called, “EHS Pride.” It 
was a poem about the nega-
tive stereotypes of Evans 
High School students and 
how the student body has 
fought against those stereo-
types. It left a standing im-
pression on the attendees. 

There were a variety of peo-
ple showcasing their beauti-

Talent Show

ful voices. One person was 
Gaelle Jules. Before entering 
sign-ups for the talent show, 
she was very uncertain be-
cause she did not know if 
she was good enough. But 
she proved that she was 
great and she did her best 
when singing, “Halo’’ by Be-
yoncé.  

Overall, the Talent Show was 
a success. We were able to 
laugh, but also be emotional 
within the same span of per-
formances. It was dynamic 
and powerful. These Trojans 
definitely showed school 
spirit with pride, determina-
tion, and perseverance.

Z. Premilien

We were able to laugh, but also 
be emotional within the same 

span of performances.

Dazzling Emeralds Spring Showcase
March 30, 2018

Chorus Concert
March 8, 2018
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COMMUNITY

This year, whether or not you’ve had a chance to see it, 
RISE UP, the Garden Club at Evans High School, has re-
built and expanded their original garden. Many people 
have passed by at different stages, noting the lack of 
plants this year. Recently, the students have rebuilt the 
entire garden by themselves, slowing down production, 
but the club is excited to be able to start off next year 
with a thriving variety much sooner.

Over the years, not only have the club members learned 
how to grow crops and flowers, but they have also 
learned how to use drills, cut wood, and other tools 
to help complete their revitalization project. With the 
help of the city, fundraising, and winning a national 
grant from an organization called, Whole Kids Founda-
tion, RISE UP was able to rebuild the garden.

Not only has the Garden Club taken part of activities on 
the school campus, but they have also participated in 
other community projects over the years. Last year, the 
Garden Club created a musical song garden in Maitland, 
which was even written about in the Orlando Sentinel. 
They hosted an event where poets, writers, and musi-
cians performed in the song garden for the community.

As for the future, RISE UP sponsor, Ms. Smalley, hopes 
that someday she “would like to offer students differ-
ent lunch options using the ingredients from the gar-
den, so that students have better overall health and 
more food awareness. Or at least the tools to do so at 
home.” Students who are a part of RISE UP have already 
started to create different recipes using food directly 
from the garden. 

Next year, Garden Club is going to be taking on new ex-
periences and will be growing a lot more. If you would 
like to take part in their new adventures, even if you 
don’t officially have a green thumb, meetings are held 
every Monday in room 06-211.

D. Charles

A NEW GARDEN

This spring, Evans High 
School hosted Orlando At 
Its Finest, an event geared 
towards informing students 
about the financial respon-
sibilities that comes with 
going to college. Ambassa-
dors from places such as Va-
lencia Community College 
came and spoke to parents 
and students on certain top-
ics such as tuition, scholar-
ships, and financial aid.

Furthermore, speakers from 
the CFE Federal Credit Un-
ion came and talked about 
budgeting, setting up a bank 
account, interests. Habi-
tat for Humanity of Greater 
Orlando also came out and 
spoke on substandard living 
conditions and the impor-
tance of having decent liv-
ing quarters.

People who attended Or-
lando At Its Finest received 
not only advice and valuable 
information, but they were 

Orlando at 
its Finest

also given Evans gear such 
as digital watches, pens, 
highlighters and even schol-
arship opportunities. At-
tendees also had the chance 
to network and ask ques-
tions regarding financial aid, 
student loans, and scholar-
ships.

Our hosts for this event, SGA, 
had many of their members 
doing presentations on the 
importance of budgeting, 
applying for scholarships, 
and even retirement. This 
year, SGA had the chance to 
find solutions to a universal 
problem: poverty. The solu-
tion they came up with was 
Orlando At Its Finest, as they 
were able to inform students 
in low-income communities 
and show them the impor-
tance of being financially 
literate.

A. Morales

The Evans High School Chess Team competed in the 
first OCPS High School Mini Chess Tournament.

The Evans Chess Team will next be competing in the 
All County Chess Tournament May 19th at UCF.

Chess Team
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COMMUNITY

One element that 
separates Evans High 
School from other high 
schools in Orange County 
is the different types of 
programs that the school 
offers. At Evans, not only 
do we have a community 
school, we also have a 
preschool. Head Start is 
available for those in the 
Pine Hills community for 
children between the ages 
of four and five. Head Start 
has been on the school 
campus for four years and 
will continue to grow. Head 
Start Academy is a program 
that is federally funded 
by the government. These 
funds provide field trips, 
food, and transportation 
for the preschoolers. 

In this program, high 
schoolers get real-world 
experience while working 
with the preschoolers. 
This gives them personal 
training, and students may 
also earn a certificate to 
work with the children 
which can be used to 
get a job directly after 
graduating high school. 

While researching the 
program, I interviewed two 
teachers: Ms. Hall and Ms. 
Atkins. When talking to 
Ms. Hall I asked, ‘’What is 
something you treasure the 
most about coming to work 
and teaching the children 

HEAD START
that attend here every 
day?’’ Mrs.Hall responded, ‘’I 
absolutely love what I do. I 
love the interactions--when 
they catch onto an idea that 
is being taught and they 
reciprocate it. It’s the hands-
on interaction when we 
teach the kids is what does it 
for me.”

Some people may wonder 
how do teachers cope with 
the challenges of teaching 
a child. Well Ms. Atkins 
answered, “I like playing a 
part in the molding process 
of the young minds. I like 
that when they come in 
grouchy I can change the 
mood to happy. I love the 
part that I play. Some days I 
have challenging days and 
behaviors, but I couldn’t 
picture myself doing 
anything else.”

Interviewing the teachers 
here was truly an amazing 
experience. I was able to 
see how they encourage the 
children to be nice and to 
think of others. They redirect 
and encourage the students 
to be themselves. They 
teach them to think positive.  
They teach the children to 
have perseverance and grit. 
They’re doing a great service 
by molding the young minds 
for Evans High School and 
the community.

Z. Premilien

At Evans High School, our students take pride in show-
ing up and showing out. Although this event only last-
ed a day, numerous students participated by wearing 
a variety of clothing items which represented either 
nerds or jocks. Most came as nerds and wore items like 
large, funky glasses as an homage to new popular comic 
books. During the day, students had the ability to ex-
press themselves with things like long socks, suspend-
ers, crazy colors, pigtails, and even glasses with tape in 
the middle. By putting a little humor and creativeness 
around Evans halls, students created some freshness 
and brightened up the day. 

G. Jules

NERDS VS JOCKS

Senior year is a time where seniors should enjoy them-
selves as they finish out their final year in high school 
and Senior Olympics was nothing short of amusing. There 
were numerous activities from flag football, dodgeball, 
tug of war, and the favorite of the day, the relay race.

The team that won the 1st annual Senior Olympics was 
none other than the Green team. They won every activity 
except for one. Senior Olympics was just another memory 
that the legendary class of 2018 will remember for years 
to come. 

B. Beltinor

Senior Olympics
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COMMUNITY

Stop by to sign up or call 
407-522-3412 for more in-
formation.

WELLNESS COTTAGE
We have some exciting news 
to share! As of March 2017, 
the Evans Health & Wellness 
Center (formerly known as 
the Wellness Cottage) is 
being operated by Orange 
Blossom Family Health and 
open for service to our stu-
dents and the public. Or-
ange Blossom Family Health 
is committed to the health 
and well-being of the stu-
dents at Evans High School 
and the community. Orange 
Blossom Family Health has a 
reputation of providing the 
highest quality of care in a 
warm, friendly, and trust-
ing environment. If you are 
in need of a medical home, 
want routine healthcare, or 
simply want to have a sports 
physical, please stop by the 
HUB for further details and 
assistance with making an 
appointment!

PARENT RESOURCE 
CENTER
Welcome back parents! The 
Hub is thrilled to announce 
the Parent Resource Center 
is now open and available 
to all Evans parents. The 
services that are offered are 
ACCESS assistance, the Par-
ent Newsletter, parent sup-
port, job aide, workshops 
and community resources. 
The center also has a mini 
computer lab for parents to 

utilize. Come by and visit 
or serve as a volunteer in 
the center. Open M, T, W, F 
7:00am - 3:00pm and Th 
12:00pm - 3:00pm.

AFTER SCHOOL 
ENRICHMENT
We are fortunate to partner 
with outside organizations 
to provide enrichment op-
portunities to our students 
after school. Programs fall 
in the categories of career 
readiness, healthy living, 
arts enrichment, college 
prepardness, financial 
literacy, and service learn-
ing. Two new programs we 
are rolling out this year are 
a new all-male and mentor-
ing group, and Youth Wrap, 
a support group focusing 
on healthy behaviors and 
skills. For more information, 
please contact Mrs. Burke, 
After School Programs Co-
ordinator, at 407-522-3400 
ext 6232527.

AFTER SCHOOL 
TUTORING
Evans High School will 
provide after school and 
weekend tutoring. Tutoring 
is available for students on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
directly after school as well 
as on Saturdays. We provide 
supper, snacks, and trans-
portation for participating 
students. If you would like 
your child to participate, 
please contact Mrs. Burke, 
After-School Programs Co-
ordinator, at 407-522-3400 

ext 6232527.

FRESHMEN SUCCESS 
MENTORING
The goal of the freshmen 
success mentoring program 
is to improve the well-being 
of freshman students by 
providing a role model 
that can support the child 
academically, socially and/
or personally. Adult commu-
nity members from around 
the Central Florida area are 
recruited and trained, then 
matched with a freshman 
student. Many of our men-
tors Alumni, PTSA mem-
bers, University of Central 
Florida college students, 
AmeriCorps members and 
successful working profes-
sionals in the Pine Hills 
community. Hardworking 
upperclassmen are also 
welcomed to mentor in this 
program. Our mentors meet 
with their mentees in an ac-
ademic setting and facilitate 
school work while acting as 
a supportive role-model. . 
Whether its through a de-
crease of behavioral refers, 
improvement in attendance 
or academic achievement 
gains this mentoring pro-
gram results in the growth 
of our first year students by 
leaps and bounds. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 
COUNCIL
Student Leadership Council 
(S.L.C.) is an Evans student 
led team that focused and 
prepared to impact Evans 
High School and the Pine 

Hills community. Currently, 
one of SLC’s main focus is 
mentoring, where they want 
to prove the impact that 
mentoring has on both men-
tees and mentors. We are 
excited to have the honor to 
be nourishing the younger 
generation and preparing 
them to become leaders.

This effective “street team” 
focuses on promoting the re-
sources and events that are 
meant to aid students, their 
families, and the Pine Hills 
community. For instance, 
SLC has led the Annual Ev-
ans Holiday Food Giveaway, 
Trojan Service Day, and the 
Freshmen Success Mentor 
Program, just to name a few.

Becoming a dedicated mem-
ber of SLC is probably one 
of the biggest commitments 
anyone can partake in. It 
is literally a life changing 
experience that alters the 
mentality and persona of 
the young men and women 
involved.

THE EVANS HUB
The Hub offers medical services, mentoring, tutoring, after school enrichment 
activities, counseling, a food pantry, and so much more to help students reach 
their greatest potential and experience life-long success.
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COMMUNITY

Trojan Service Day was a 
chance for both the students 
and staff members to be-
come more engaged in the 
community. As stated by 
Ms.Vanderpool, “There are 
many issues in the commu-
nity, Pine Hills is known as 
crime hills. Crime has gone 
down 19% or more due to 
the initiatives by Sheriff 
Demings. Over the past few 
decades, fewer people have 
wanted to live or shop in 
Pine Hills due to crime. More 
people getting involved, 
however, will help with the 
development of the commu-
nity as a whole. This shows 
that with the power of the 
community, it is possible to 
make a difference for the en-
vironment and revitalize its 
image. 

Ms. Vanderpool also men-
tioned that “When you have 
done something profitable 
it makes you feel good, it’s 
a feeling you can’t explain. 
If you clean something it 
speaks to you it when you 
affect the situation; it in-
spires you.” This encourages 
the students to take owner-
ship in their environment 
because when they put 
hard work into getting the 
community together. It mo-
tivates them to become in-
vested in it. Ms.Vanderpool 
also mentioned that “Com-
munity service is some-
thing dear to her.” She says, 
“When you are experiencing 
community service, it gives 

Trojan Service Day
Over the past few decades, fewer people have 

wanted to live or shop in pine hills due to crime. More 
people getting involved, however, will help with the 

development of the community as a whole.

you a great feeling that you 
must experience it for your-
self.” The feeling of giving 
back is contagious, and she 
loves the experience with 
Trojan Service Day. 

Many of the volunteers were 
also students, not just staff. 
In a recent interview with a 
student who was involved in 
the service day, she stated: 
“The benefits that I have ac-
cumulated with community 
service is that I was able to 
have a better understanding 
of teamwork.” This shows 
that students find communi-
ty service valuable and that 
it can also lead to friend-

ships.The student also men-
tioned, “In my community, 
I would like to change the 
outlook of the community 
by progressively changing 
the core of the neighbor-
hood.” Over the course of 4 
years, Trojan Service Day has 
continued to improve our 
community, while it has also 
represented how beautiful 
our fellowship can be.
 

S. Donaldson & S. Bernard

Evans High, through the 
HUB, has been able to 
provide thousands of 
hours of consistent social, 
emotional, and academic 
support through our 
Counseling Center. Through 
this program, counseling 
services address the 
following areas individually 
with each student or with 
their families:

• Stress from school/work 
demands 

• Anxiety 
• Self-esteem and 

communication 
• Grief/loss 
• Depression/suicidal 

thoughts 
• Anger management

Ms. Dennese McCalla and 
Mrs. Sandra Nonez-Mera 
are available through the 
HUB Tuesday through Friday 
during and after school 
hours.  When necessary they 
are also available outside 
these hours to meet with 
clients in their homes or the 
community.  Mrs. Sandra also 
provides services in Creole 
and ran an after school 
support group to manage 
anxiety last year.

Counseling 
Center

Evans.High.5
TrojanPride

@EvansCommunitySchool

@EHSCommunity
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Mr. Bailey is increasing the available electives at Ev-
ans High School next year. Although most people take 
classes like Spanish or French as electives in order to be 
ready for college, other classes like Wrestling, Ceramics, 
and Media will be more motivating for students’ per-
sonal development. It’s important for students to have 
something to look forward to throughout the school day 
and for them to be able to have a moment to refresh 
between challenging and rigorous classes. Wrestling 
will give students a chance to build their physical and 
mental skills, while Ceramics will give them an oppor-
tunity to build their creativity and functional produc-
tion abilities. We are working to build an academically 
and personally engaged student population. Electives 
give students a chance to express personal interests 
and develop their skills, which could translate to their 
real lives in the job market. Looking forward to seeing 
these new classes in action next year!

A. Morales

Electives

MAY 14
SENIOR AWARDS
6:00pm - 8:00pm

MAY 15
SENIOR WALKOUT
Congrats Class of 2018!

MAY 15
SGA AWARDS BANQUET & 
INDUCTION CEREMONY
6:00pm - 8:00pm

MAY 15
SPORTS PHYSICAL NIGHT
6:30pm - 8:30pm

MAY 22 
HONORING OUR HEROES
6:00pm - 8:00pm

CONCERTS
GALLERIES

SPORT
CULTURE
EVENTS

Faculty vs Students Basketball Game

March 15, 2018
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4949 Silver Star Road, Orlando, FL 32808
www.evanshs.ocps.net

evans high school

Main Office  407.522.3400  |  Fax  407.522.3458

Attendance  ext 6232502, ext 6232485

Guidance  ext 6232249  |  Community School  ext 6232965

Deana Tolbert
Assistant Principal

Michele Wiggins
Assistant Principal

Casey Waugh
Senior Administrator

Robin Tallman
Business Manager

Rolando Bailey
Principal

Thomas Hames
Assistant Principal

Esther Hodge
Assistant Principal

Heather Kreider
Assistant Principal

ADMINISTRATION


